That word "lyric" is often used to describe the essence of poetry. What do we mean by that persistent designation? Why is it useful? To better understand some of our assumptions behind that notion, as well as the range of expressive and formal possibilities that threads our adherences to and departures from the lyric, we will read poems by a few exemplary poets who stage subjectivity and inwardness in various ways. Along the way, we will also read some essays on the theory of the lyric. But this is primarily a writing workshop: each week, the readings will serve as a springboard for your own writing. 
Late Work
Late work will not be accepted unless you have arranged for an extension. All assignments are due at the start of class on the assigned due date, or as stated otherwise. 
Technology
This class is low-tech! All you need is pen, paper, and books. I dislike the use of computers and phones in the classroom for readings or for writing notes. Please check your texts/emails during the break.
Assignments & Expectations
Assigned readings appear on the schedule beneath the date by which it should be read. Additional readings may be announced (or handed out) in class; if you miss a class in which new work is announced or handed out, you are still responsible for it. The readings generally include more poems than we'll be able to cover in class. Usually, I'll try to indicate which poems we're likely to discuss in detail; you must read the entire assignment, however, and should refer when relevant to different poems.
Many class sessions will begin with time dedicated to group discussion of assigned reading. Your attendance, preparation, and participation are therefore essential, as are your collegiality and respect in engaging your peers.
Presentations
Classes where we have assigned readings due will entail a student-led discussion of the text(s), roughly lasting 30-45 minutes. Three students will make up one discussion group, and these class discussion leaders should present a close reading of the assigned texts and bring substantial questions for the class to discuss. Presenters need not write anything down formally to turn in.
Workshop
Please read each other's work carefully in preparation for workshop, writing comments on each person's poem before class; these critiqued poems will be returned to the writer as a resource for revision.
Format
For the writer: on each poem, put your name and number of the poem in the upper right-hand corner of the page. Please keep track / a log of your work.
Schedule
Email poems to the class by 9:00 am of the Monday before Workshop Day; I've written the Monday dates next to the poems. Please print out the poems and annotate them before coming to Tuesday class. This schedule gives writers roughly a week to generate a new poem. You can always email your poems earlier, if you please.
So, for our first Workshop on 2/14, you'll email Poem 1 by 9:00 am on 2/13. For the Workshop on 2/21, you'll email Poem 2 by 9:00 am on 2/20, and so on. 
